
Archaeology in Leicestershire and Rutland 
1984 
by Peter Liddle 

An excavation at Grove Farm, Enderby (SKSS1002). - Interim Report 
A further season's excavation of the Iron Age enclosure at Grove Farm, Enderby was 
undertaken in October and November 1984, (T.L.A.H.S., LVIII (1982-3), 77-9). The area 
examined was immediately to the west of the 1983 excavations and was aimed at recovering 
a complete plan of the two house areas partially exposed in the previous season's work (ibid, 
79, Fig. 1). Trenches were also opened in the northern and western areas of the site. (see 
Fig. 1). 

Excavation of the northernmost house area ( 1) indicated a circular post and slot structure, 
probably of one phase circa 10m in diameter surrounded by a ditch 0. 75m wide by 0.45m 
deep. The northern and western extent of this house area had been disturbed by later 
ditches and a modern gas pipeline respectively. 

The southernmost house area (2) in contrast showed several phases of development. The 
earliest of these appears to have been a large circular structure c. 13m in diameter, consisting 
of c.20post holes again surrounded by a ditch. Other smaller structures, c. lOm in diameter, 
indicated by post and stake holes and ditches replaced the original building. Further work 
is required to extrapolate this sequence. Both house areas have entrances to the south-west 
exposed during the 1983 excavations. 

Two linear ditches cutting house area 1 were also examined. The northernmost of these 
was found to turn sharply and was cut by the southern ditch. The scale of these ditches 
c.2m wide by I.Sm deep suggests that they were an early phase of enclosure boundary. The 
main enclosure ditch was also located 20m to the west of house area 1. 6m to the east of 
this feature was the fired clay base of a small circular furnace which may have been used 
in iron smithing. Other drainage channels and post holes were located in the area examined. 

Material from the site was similar to that found in 1983 with much middle Iron Age 
pottery and animal bone. Further work on this material should contribute greatly to our 
understanding of the date and economy of clayland Iron Age enclosures in the East 
Midlands. The finds are with Leicestershire Museums (Acc. No. A30.1983). I would like 
to thank Messrs Penwise Builders Limited and Mr J. Kirk for their co-operation with this 
excavation. Patrick Clay 

An Excavation at Whitwell, Rutland (SK924085) - Interim Report 
The medieval building area adjacent to the Old Hall has again been the main site of activity 
for Rutland Field Research Group for Archaeology and History in 1984. Due to weather 
problems and holiday periods the season was limited but the excavation .has been extended 
eastwards. This has produced additional quantities of medieval pottery sherds mainly of 
Lyveden, Midland Purple and Cistercian types. Metal artefacts recovered included an old 
horseshoe (16th century?), large ferrous pegs and lead weights. Bones found were chiefly 
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sheep and pig including several jawbones with teeth. On the western side of the main 
building several stone lined post holes were discovered and also a considerable quantity of 
mussel shells. The majority of exposed stonework was drawn in detail prior to covering with 
a layer of subsoil. 

An area of ground adjacent to the site was covered with a layer of subsoil removed from 
foundations for a new building adjacent to the A.W.A. fishing lodge. This building has 
been erected east of the Iron Age/Roman farm building site WHITWELL I (Malcolm 
Todd 1977). The subsoil contained Roman potsherds of grey ware, coloured coated wares, 
shelly wares and some Samian, several bone fragments and grinding? pebbles. 

A.W. Adams 

Rescue Excavations and Fieldwork at Ravenstone/Ibstock (SK431145) - Interim Report 
The building excavated was some 400 metres from the excavations carried out during the 
period 1981/2. Concentrated fieldwork over the past few years in the area surrounding the 
building had discovered extensive scatters of both pottery and pieces of stone, most of this 
stone being of granite together with some large pebbles. 

Discovery of the building was made whilst carrying out a watching brief during soil 
stripping operations prior to the erection of a coal preparation plant by the NCB. During 

Fig. I The building, Ibstock 
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these stripping operations a number of fragmentary building foundations were located 
together with some short sections of ditch and a short piece of a roadway. In view of the 
amount of surface material found during fieldwalking most of the damage to the remains 
appears to have taken place during the last few years. However, further damage had been 
carried out during the present works. 

The building (Fig. 1) had dimensions of about 7.50 metres east to west and 6.0 north 
to south, in addition there were the foundations of two further walls which curved out from 
the north facing wall for a distance of 1.50 and 2.0 metres. These short curving sections 
of wall had been constructed at the same time as the main building. This could be seen 
in the type of construction. All the upper levels had been ploughed away leaving only the 
lowest sections of the foundations, no evidence could be found of existing floor levels. 

The remaining foundations of the building consisted mainly of pieces of granite with a 
few pieces of sandstone and a mixture of small and large pebbles. Some of the larger pieces 
of granite were up to 600mm in length but rarely exceeding 180mm in thickness. Smaller 
pieces of granite and the smaller pebbles were used to fill the spaces between the larger 
pieces of the wall fabric, in order to strengthen the walls. No evidence was found of either 
clay or mortar having been used in the construction of the foundation of the building. Most 
of the material used in the walls was laid in pitched formation. This method of building 
construction tends to be very strong as the stones wedge one against the other. At about 
the centre of the south facing wall the stones had been laid flat, perhaps indicating the 
entrance. Within the building there were no floor levels remaining, also no evidence could 
be found of a hearth. Just off centre were a few clusters of pieces of granite laid flat, it is 
possible that they could have been pad stones for roof supports. A.J.K. Hurst 

Lockington Survey (SK482294) - Interim Report 
Further survey work was carried out on the easternmost cropmark site at Ratcliffe Lane, 
Lockington (scheduled Monument No.140) in August 1984 following work on the 
westernmost site (S.A.M.126) in 1982 (T.L.A.H .S., LVIII (1981-2), 82-3). The aim of this 
work was to attempt to ascertain the extent of plough damage to the Roman villa site. The 
large quantities of material present on the surface following each season's ploughing suggest 
that damage was considerable. However, it was thought trial sondages would help confirm 
this and also help to indicate the extent of the settlement to the north of the sheduled area. 

With the permission of the landowner, Mr C.R.C. Coaker and scheduled monument 
consent from the Department of the Environment, four trial sondages one metre square 
were excavated traversing the site north-south. At the same time the replacement of CEGB 
posts crossing the site allowed three of their 'post holes' to be examined. 

Evidence from these sondages indicated much building debris - stone, tile and tesserae 
- near the centre of the site but less evidence of disturbance to the north and south. Slight 
traces of the coarse sandy loam deposit encountered covering the western cropmark was 
present in the north and south sondages but absent from the central area. Although damage 
may be considerable on the ridge of higher land at the centre of the site, better preservation 
may exist in the surrounding areas. Finds from this survey are with Leicestershire 
Museums (Acc. No. A31.1982) . Patrick Clay 

Burgh - a Small Medieval Park 
During field walking in Rat by Parish in 1979, the author located the bank and ditch of what 
was presumed to be a pale surrounding the perimeter of a small medieval park. 1 The park 
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lies on the present site of woodland called Ratby Burroughs and is bounded on its western 
side by the house and fields of the moated farmstead of Old Hayes. 

Documentary sources for this park are few but in most references to the park it is 
commonly referred to as Le Burgh, Burgh Park and latterly in Chartes Rental 2 as Barrow 
Park. The origins of this small park's name is quite obvious when its bounds are 
determined on today's landscape. The eastern boundary of the park runs southward across 
the present Burroughs Road to the site of the Bury Camp (T.L.A.H.S., LVIII (1981-2), 
84). The bounds of the park on its eastern and southern edges are clearly defined on the 
map appending the Parliamentary Enclosure of the open fields in Ratby surveyed in 1773. 
Further reference to the Estate plans of lands in Rat by of the 4th Earl of Stamford surveyed 
in 1857, and the later six inch edition of the first ordnance survey, reveals that the bounds 
of the park were still well defined on the landscape. 

The whole of the park has now been surveyed and notes made relating to associated 
earthworks. A subsequent hedgerow survey largely confirms the antiquity of a greater part 
of the park's perimeter. The bank on its western and northern edge is still very well 
preserved, and in places stands to a height of six to eight feet above the present land surface. 
In that part of the old park adjacent to the Old Hayes moated farmstead, the bank runs for 
at least a quarter of a mile in a well preserved state. 

The earliest reference to the park occurs in the Curia Regis Rolls for the year 1270 relating 
to land inherited by Margaret de Ferrers of Groby as co-heir to the property and lands of 
Alexander Comyn, Earl of Buchan, giving the said Margaret by gift 'an assart under the 
park of Burgh and the capital messuage of Ratby'. A later reference reciting an earlier 14th 
century charter3 occurs in Chartes Rental dating from the late 15th century, concerning 
lands held by Leicester Abbey in Ratby. This document principally relates to the assart of 
Lundershay but is useful in as much as it gives a topographical description of the 
relationship of that assart and the park. The Rental describes Lundershay as a large parcel 
of some 160 acres between the meadow which is called ' Borw Park' at the eastern end and 
Thornton Wood at the western end' (see map Fig. 1). 

By the 14th century this large assart which included the moated farmstead of Old Hayes, 
was further enclosed. An Inquisition Post Mortem for the year 1427 refers to lands of 
Elizabeth, wife of Henry Beaumont of Whitwick and describes the adjacent assart of 
Bondman Hay as a close of 20 acres. The park together with the assart of Lundershay 
probably dates from the early 13th century when both properties came into the possession 
of Roger de Quincey, earl of Winchester, and Lundershay was subsequently disposed of 
prior to his death in 1264. The Park of Burgh, which may have been established by Roger 
de Quincey, appears to have had a short life. It was still in existence when Margaret de 
Ferrers inherited it in 1270 but by the Inquisition Post Mortem in the year 1280 of Margaret's 
husband William Ferrers, the park of Burgh is described in terms of pasture, arable, and 
meadow land. This particular reference to arable lands could possibly account for the 
presence of ridge and furrow within the southern area of the Burrow Wood. The final 
reference to the old park occurs in the Minister's Account for 1512. Following the death 
of William, Viscount Beaumont in 1507, the lands fell to the Crown. In the year 1512 the 
Reverend William Cramp in his accounts, makes reference to 'a sixty shilling farm of a 
pasture there (in Ratby) called Le Burgh'. By this date the southern part of the park which 
included the Bury Camp had reverted to woodland. The building accounts 4 (1480-1483) 
relating to William, Lord Hastings, moated manor house at nearby Kirby Muxloe, describe 
numerous loads of wood taken from Burrough Spring. This reference suggests that by the 
15th century, woodland enclosed the southern and western edges of Bury Camp. 

William Campden writing some years later, describes the camp in his First Edition of 
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Britannia, and makes particular reference to 'many great oaks growing on the banks and 
ditches of th earthwork'. by the mid-I8th century the site of the earthwork which gave its 
name to the park was finally cleared of woodland and reverted to pasture again following 
the building of Holywell Farm 5 in 1752 on the site of the old Burrough Spring. 
Notes 
1. Ball, M.T. (1980)-Evidence given to the Inspector for the Minister of the Environment during the Public Enquiry 

into the status of the R49 Bridleway in Ratby. 
2. Charles Rental (Bodley, M.S., Land 625) 
3. C.P.R. 1307-13, (H.M.S.O., p.323) 
4. A. Hamilton Thompson, 'The Building Accounts of Kirby Muxloe Castle' T.L.A.S., XI, 193-345 
5. Leicestershire Record Office, Greys Papers VIII, .6/1-2, Box 7, original bundle 25/Holywell Farm. 

M.T. Ball 

A sherd of Iron Age or Roman Pottery from Hungarton (SK 681049) 
Mr R.H. Latham of Sileby has discovered a sherd of a Late Iron Age or Early Roman 
cordoned vessel in spoil left by badgers on the NNE side of the earthwork known as Monks 
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Fig. I Sherd of Iron Age or Roman pottery: Hungarton 

Grave at Ingarsby in Hungarton Parish. The sherd (Fig. 1) has a reddy surface, burnt on 
the outer, white margins and a black grog-tempered fabric. It appears to be bonfire fired 
and is presumably of local manufacture. A date of 0-70AD has been assigned to it by Dr 
Richard Pollard of the Leicestershire Archaeological Unit. The sherd has been donated to 
Leics. Museums (accession number A32.1984). P.A. Jarvis 

The Origin and Status of Iron Age Leicester - the Evidence from the Jewry Wall Site. 
The origin of Leicester has been much debated. Kenyon suggested that the initial 
occupation at the Jewry Wall site, indicated by 10 pits, should be dated to 35-50 AD 
(Kenyon 1948, 9-10 and 124-135). This has led LO some writers doubting that there was 
any Iron Age occupation and postulating a Roman military origin (as, for example, Webster 
1966, 42) . However, more recently, Liddle has suggested a large Iron Age settlement and, 
on the basis of the pottery from the Blackfriars excavation, a high-status settlement (Liddle, 
1982, 26). In an attempt to clarify the Jewry Wall evidence in the light of present knowledge 
the original excavation notes and finds from the pits have been re-examined. 

Miss V. Rigby of the British Museum has re-assessed the pottery from the pits. She 
considers that the earliest pottery consisted of a small group of hand made or coarse wheel 
thrown pottery of first century B. C. date. This material was superseded by a later group 
of Gallo-Belgic wares and their copies. The most exotic of these were four examples of 
micaceous Terra Nigra dated on south-eastern British sites to lOB.C. - A.D. 10, five 
examples of Terra Rubra (Cam.53) dated to A.D.15-25 on south east British sites, two 
White Ware Beakers (Cam.113) pre-A.D.25 on south east British sites and two examples 
of Terra Rubra of unknown form but late Augustan date on south eastern sites. 

This group of material indicates a sizeable presence of both early wares (13 out of an 
entire Gallo-Belgic sample of 42 sherds), and of comparitively rare types all of which are 
known on south eastern Oppidum sites, with the micaceous Terra Nigra being previously 
known solely from these sites. While it would be inadvisable to apply the dates given to 
this material on south eastern sites automatically to the examples from Leicester, two 
related factors make comparable dates probable. First, the previously known northern limit 
of the early trade in Gallo-Belgic ware ( of which the pottery from Leicester are good 
examples), is Baldock, which is less than 70 miles from Leicester and secondly, this early 
trade was a period of expansion, while the later trade was characterised by a greater 
willingness to exploit already existing markets (V. Rigby, Pers. Comm.). It seems more 
likely, therefore, that Leicester was initially exploited as a market within the earlier period. 
Support for this view of Iron Age Leicester comes from the Blackfriars excavation where 
Gallo-Belgic wares of comparable types to the Jewry Wall examples, including micaceous 
Terra Nigra, were present but of slightly later date, the excavator assigning an A.D.20 to 
40 date range for this material (P.N. Clay, Pers. Comm.). 
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In conclusion, the material from the Jewry Wall site suggests that there was first century 
BC occupation and that by the beginning of the first century A.D. Leicester was a thriving 
and prosperous settlement. It is hoped that this short note will form the basis of a longer 
article. Any comments or criticisms would therefore be gratefully received by the author 
who can be contacted via the Jewry Wall Museum. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
KENYON, K.M., Excavations at the Jewry Wall Site, Leicester, (Soc. Anriq. London. Res. Rep. 15), 1948 
LIDDLE, P., Leicestershire Archaeology- The Present State of Kmnvledge to the End of the Roman Period - Volume 
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Frank Cottrill - an appreciation 

Frank Cottrill, who died in December 1984, was Archaeologist , later retitled Keeper of 
Archaeology, at Leicester Museum from 1938 to 1947. He was the first full time 
archaeologist to be appointed in Leicester and I have argued elsewhere that this was one 
of the first field archaeology posts to be established in this country (Rutland 1977; cf Hassall 
1983). Whatever the significance of his appointment nationally, it was clearly a turning 
point locally and many aspects of modern archaeology can be traced back to his work. 
However) his achievements are little known outside the circle of his professional successors 
in Leicestershire archaeology and this note is an anempt to give an assessment of his 
contribution. Cottrill published little in the usual archaeological journals, although what he 
did publish was of a consistently high academic standard. However, he published more 
frequently in short reviews of various aspects of Leicestershire archaeology in the Annual 
Reports and quarterly Bulletins of Leicester Museum. He also made a significant 
contribution to the work of others and finally left a mass of unpublished material in the 
museum files, ranging from short notes on individual items, through letters exchanged with 
other archaeologists, often taking the form of an up-to-date exploration of a particular 
problem, to complete articles. All these sources have been used in reaching an assessment 
of his work, although it has not been thought necessary to provide a detailed set of 
bibliographical references. 

In order to set Conrill's appointment within its context it is worth quoting from the 
Museum's Annual Report. 'The Committee decided that in view of the work delegated to 
it by the City Council in connection with the Roman Forum and Jewry Wall and by reason 
of the growing importance of local archaeology generally, an assistant should be appointed 
for this work. The choice fell upon Mr F. Cottrill MA, who has done much archaeological 
work in London, and he has shown skill and judgement since entering upon his duties.' 
The excavation of the Jewry Wall site (then considered to represent the Roman Forum) had 
commenced in 1936 under the direction of Kathleen Kenyon and the care of the site had 
recently been entrusted to the museum. This was one of the first major urban excavations 
in this country and it is very much to the credit of the Leicester authorities not only that 
they sponsored the work but that they saw the implications in terms of additional staff. It 
is also clear that the responsibilities of this new post extended beyond involvement with the 
excavation and management of the Jewry Wall. Indeed we find Cottrill in the report of his 
first year 's work stating that 'the observation of sites in the city and county where 
rebuilding, quarrying, or other works bring archaeological material to light is also being 
developed as a normal extra-mural activity of the department. ' At the same time it is clear 
that he embarked on a policy of working through the collections, updating the displays, 
acquiring new material and presenting the results at least to the public who visited the 
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museum and read its publications. Already in November 1939, in a paper which has not 
survived, Cottrill had addressed this Society on The Present State of Archaeology in 
Leicestershire. According to his own summary it dealt with 'work done in the past and 
indicated how the application of modern methods of research might throw light on the early 
history and economic development of this part of the Midlands.' The Society's own 
reference to this talk speaks of Cottrill 'doing his best to promote the scientific study of 
ancient sites and remains in the city and county', suggesting that he had succeeded in 
conveying his strategy to the audience. 

By this time, of course, the country was at war and Cottrill became one of that very small 
band of professional archaeologists who carried on their work during the period of 
hostilities. In an article entitled 'Heritage Preserved' Cottrill set out the usefulness of 
archaelogy as a training for wartime duties and considered the role of archaeologists still 
in post as being to refresh the spirit and preserve the heritage. Already in 1939 
archaeological material from ARP trenches had been investigated, a circumstance neatly 
summarised by Cottrill thus, 'The necessities of the moment literally unearth the heritage 
we defend.' He also saw archaeology as fulfilling an essential role of demonstrating cultural 
inter-dependence as opposed to 'ill-founded totalitarian ideologies'. The war also brought 
other duties. Valuable material had to be removed from display and the architectural 
collection exhibited in the Museum vestibule, described as 'a serious war-time menace', 
transferred to the chamber which housed the Blackfriars Roman pavement. The necessity 
to record as well as preserve was clearly felt and he contributed to F.L. Attenborough's 
photographic record of Leicestershire antiquities and later in the war to the recording of 
historic sites for the Leicester and Leicestershire Committee of the National Buildings 
Record. Finally he refers to the compilation of a list of buildings in Leicester and its 
suburbs earlier than 1850. Even in the middle of the war the need for post-war development 
affected archaeology and Cottrill served on the Leicestershire and Rutland Sub-Committee 
of the Committee on Nature Preservation in Post-War Reconstruction and attended the 
conference on the Future of Archaeology held at the Institute of Archaeology in 1943. His 
work, however, was by no means constrained by wartime responsibilities and it is clear that 
his research continued along the lines that he had established upon his arrival in Leicester. 

A convenient way of assessing Cottrill's academic contribution is by period. In fact he 
started with the earliest material in the collection although circumstances obviously dictated 
that he dealt with problems as they arose. It is symptomatic of his approach that by April 
1939 he had rearranged and relabelled the stone implements, using a cloth background and 
labels 'chosen to tone with the browns and greys of the objects themselves,' and that by 
July 1939 he had arranged the first petrological analyses of Leicestershire implements by 
Dr F.S. Wallis. Other implements were sectioned during the War and by 1945 he had 
completed 'a catalogue of stone axes ... preserved in local collections.' It is ironic that in their 
survey of implement petrology in Leicestershire, Moore and Cummins (197 4, 59) date the 
commencement to 1947, the year in which Cottrill left Leicester. Cottrill recognised that 
much of the flint and stone material belonged to the Bronze Age and displayed a Beaker 
flint knife in this context for the first time. He was also responsible for acquiring and 
publishing (Cottrill, 1941) a Beaker from Noseley discovered in the mid-19th century but 
remaining in private possession. In a short note Cottrill nevertheless discusses the stylistic 
affinities and chronological and geographical context of the discovery. 

Turning to the full Bronze Age, Cottrill had already rearranged the prehistoric pottery 
by January 1939, adding two collared urns to the sequence. He was also responsible for 
acquiring on long term loan (still in force) the EBA bronze axe and the LBA bronze hoard 
from Beacon Hill. Another significant addition to the display was a LBA loomweight from 
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Mountsorrel which had been in the Museum since 1898. As with stone implements, so 
Cottrill had completed a catalogue of Bronze Age material by the end of the War. 

There are no references in Cottrill' s reports to his systematic reassessment of the Iron Age 
collections. However a long letter to W.F. Grimes in 1942 makes it quite clear that he had 
a thorough grasp particularly of the problems of Leicestershire Iron Age pottery. Through
out the War, in conjunction with local volunteers, he maintained a watching brief on the 
quarrying operations at the Iron Age hillfort of Breedon. This work bore fruit in the survey 
of Iron Age Leicestershire and Northamptonshire which he contributed to the Breedon 
excavation report (Kenyon, 1950, 43-58). He was also fortunate enough to be involved with 
the discoveries at Red Hill, Long Eaton, Notts and the file contains a voluminous 
correspondence with the local archaeologist, T.W. Armitage, as well as C.F.C. Hawkes 
(writing to 'My dear Cott') and Paul Jabobsthal. Cottrill's contribution is acknowledged 
in the publication of the bird-brooch (Hawkes and J acobsthal, 1945) and the drawing gives 
an idea of Cottrill's excellent draughtsmanship. The only note of sadness is that the bird
brooch disappeared from the collections very soon after its acquisition. 

In preparing an account of Roman Leicestershire to accompany a map for the Schools 
Department of the Museum during the War, Cottrill refers to the fact that 'no survey of 
the material as a whole had been made since 1907' . Indeed this might have been said of 
almost every aspect of Leicestershire archaeology with which he dealt. His manuscript 
survives, typically drafted on the reverse of early 19th century documents, and it concludes 
with an appeal to children, teachers and parents to report archaeological discoveries. In 
1941 he had corresponded with O.G.S. Crawford on a number of points, including the 
difficulties of obtaining aerial photographs in wartime, and concluding by referring to an 
enclosed list of Roman and Saxon sites for updating the Ordnance Survey period maps. He 
was involved with various discoveries in the county and perhaps one of his most unnoticed 
contributions was the acquisition, cleaning and identification of the Mount St Bernard coin 
hoard which had been discovered in 1840. This started before the war and is still mentioned 
as being in progress at the end of the war. Much of his work was concerned with the Jewry 
Wall site and his contribution to the publication is acknowledged by Kenyon (1948, 2) 
where consultation, site planning and pottery drawing are specifically mentioned. The 
Annual Report for 1945-7 in fact refers to the preparation of SO measured drawings for the 
report. 

Cottrill's major contribution to the Roman period was, however, a heavily researched but 
elegantly written account of Roman Leicester starting with its Iron Age antecedents and 
concluding with a review of the evidence of Saxon occupation. The typescript lacks title, 
date and author but the footnotes are entitled 'Cottrill notes' and it is emended throughout 
in his hand. One of the footnotes refers to a Times report of 2nd September 1952 and it 
was thus written some years after Cottrill had left Leicester, apparently as a contribution 
to the Victoria County History. It consists of 31 foolscap pages but it is clear that the last 
page is missing. It is difficult to summarise the article but a single sentence will give some 
idea of its tone. Here Cottrill is considering the post-Roman period and the still vexed 
question of continuity. 

'A true survival of urban life cannot be proved merely by evidence that 
there was a floating population of squatters, refugees or raiders, seeking 
the shelter of derelict buildings- which had become dead relics of a 
forgotten past, rather there must be signs that there was throughout the 
period a tradition of community, of permanant habitation within the town 
conditioned by abiding social and economic needs - even although, as 
generation followed generation, speech, race and customs all changed. ' 
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There is not doubt that Cottrill's major publication on Leicestershire archaeology was the 
1946 exhibition catalogue Anglo-Saxon Leicestershire and Rutland. In this exhibition, which 
ran from March to May 1946, Cottrill gathered together almost all the extant Anglo-Saxon 
material from the two counties, drawing upon the Leicester collections and those of 
Oakham School and also borrowing from other museums as well as private individuals. The 
24 page printed catalogue starts with a survey of the evidence and then describes the 
material site by site, illustrating much of it photographically. Typically he devotes the 
inside back cover to another appeal to the public to report archaeological discoveries. The 
catalogue was well received locally (eg C.D.B. E[llis] in this Society's Annual Report for 
1946) and nationally (eg E.T. L[eeds] in Ant. J., XXVI, 1946, 206) and Cottrill allowed 
himself to describe the exhibition as 'most important'. A further bonus was that some of 
the material was added to the Leicester collection as a result of having been in the 
exhibition. Another legacy of the exhibition is the file of drawings of Anglo-Saxon 
sculpture, again demonstrating the quality of Cottrill's draughtsmanship. His interest in 
the period did not, however, start at the time of the exhibition. He was investigating the 
Anglo-Saxon material from Leicester during his first year. He was also involved in 
discoveries at Harston, which he published jointly with G.C. Dunning in The Stantonian, 
January 1941 and in the initial work at Glaston (cf Leeds, 1948 and Leeds and Barber, 
1950). 

The final period for which Cottrill was responsible during normal circumstances was the 
medieval. Again he set to sorting out the collections almost immediately upon his arrival 
and within the first year had supplied details of Leicester's medieval pottery to the British 
Museum and of the Bosworth dagger to the London Museum Medieval Catalogue since its 
association with the Battle of Bosworth (1485) apparently provided a fixed point in the 
typology. In April 1940 the Museum's quarterly Bulletin included a photograph of four 
14th century vessels and a discussion of the Museum's collection of medieval pottery which 
had been 're-arranged and augmented, so as to show how some of the local fashions in 
earthenware developed in the period between 1100 and 1500 AD.' It should not be 
forgotten that in this subject Cottrill had no local tradition to draw upon and his work was 
genuinely of a pioneer nature. As early as 1939 he conducted an excavation at Leicester 
Castle which proved important both in dating the Castle (cf Fox 1945, 127 and 136) and 
in providing late medieval pottery in a stratified context. Later in the war he investigated 
a medieval farmstead revealed by ploughing up grassland at Cropston reservoir and was also 
concerned after the war with the kiln site at Potters Marston. The major discovery with 
which he was associated, however, was of a 12th century bronze bowl from Leicester. In 
this publication (Cottrill, 1946) he describes and discusses the piece and sets it within its 
international context both archaeologically and historically. It is again symptomatic of 
Cottrill's approach, which often looks forward to areas of topical interest, that he concludes 
by placing it within a waterfront context. When it was reprinted as a museum pamphlet 
Rainbird Clarke, writing in the Museums Journal for June 1947, wrote that 'the name of 
Mr Cottrill.. .is sufficient guarantee of its accuracy.' 

A final aspect of Cottrill's work which has only been touched on incidentally was his 
maintenance of watching briefs in Leicester together with an occasional small scale 
excavation. A certain amount of similar work had been carried out before Cottrill's time 
but it had not been consistent and it had certainly not produced the high standard of 
observation associated with Cottrill. Indeed one of the truest indications of the worth of his 
work is the use to which his observations are still being put in publishing the backlog of 
excavations form the city. Fortunately it is possible, to a certain extent, to appreciate this 
aspect of his work from David Clarke's account of Archaeology in Leicestershire from 1939 
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to 1951 (Clarke, 1952). It should also be stressed that we owe a great debt to David Clarke 
not only for this synthesis but for creating a framework to incorporating Cottrill's results 
and build upon them. 

The major distinguishing feature of Cottrill's work in Leicester is scholarship, a quality 
picked up in the report of his resignation in the annual report. This is obvious from his 
publications but runs through everything he did. His files reveal him firmly ensconced in 
the small band of professional archaeologists then working in this country. He operated as 
an equal partner and there appears to have been no distinction between those working in 
the various branches of archaeology. At the same time he obviously set out to explain 
archaeology to the wider public through displays, publications and lectures, and was 
involved with the work of amateur archaeologists. His legacy is still part of the current 
record of his successors and it is hoped that, as a result of this note, his work will be more 
widely appreciated. 
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Leicestershire Archaeological Unit - Annual Report 1984 

Despite its Orwellian associations, 1984 proved to be a year of continuing progress in a 
variety of projects. The end of March marked the completion of the DoE's (HBMC's) 
phased withdrawal from support for staff salaries and their transfer to the County Council 
so that from 1st April the Unit entered on a new stage in its development. Good relations 
with HBMC have been maintained, however, and support for various post-excavation 
projects has continued. During the year, with re-organization at HBMC, Philip Walker has 
been replaced as area inspector for Leicestershire by Mike Parker-Pearson. The Unit would 
like to take the opportunity to record its gratitude to Philip Walker for his assistance and 
co-operation in the past and to look forward to equally good relations with his successor. 

Excavation this year was delayed until October when Patrick Clay and Richard Buckley 
returned for a further season at the Iron Age site at Grove Farm, Enderby. This site has 
now been explored in the scorching heat and drought of July 1983 and the exceptionally 
wet autumn of 1984; on the whole the latter proved more favourable from an archaeological 
point of view. Because of the timing of the excavation no help was forthcoming from the 
University students this time and an appeal was made for help in the local press. This 
resulted in a number of regular volunteers on the site during the week and also allowed four 
Sundays to be given over entirely to volunteers - though it must be admitted that numbers 
inevitably fluctuated with the weather. Sunday working proved of mutual benefit on this 
site, providing training and experience for the volunteers, who ranged from the completely 
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new to the extremely skilled, and a vital source of labour for the Unit; our thanks to all 
concerned. 

Further survey work was carried out at Lockington (see above p. 89) extending the 
feasibility study begun in 1982. Watching briefs were maintained at Mancetter, 
St. Margaret's bus station, Leicester and Leicester castle. Only the latter provided much 
in the way of positive results, locating evidence of the castle bailey ditch and another length 
of boundary wall linking with the stretch exposed in the castle gardens. 

An entirely new project undertaken during the summer was the construction of an Iron 
Age house at Groby. This project was primarily run by the Education section and was 
intended as an Iron Age 'experience' rather than a true archaeological experiment. As an 
educational experience it proved extremely popular, attracting much attention and large 
crowds of visitors and participants. However it also proved a thought-provoking experience 
for the Field Unit staff involved, forcing them to confront the practical problems instead 
of theorising! Further work of this kind, perhaps with a stronger experimental element 
would be invaluable. A further essay in experimental archaeology was undertaken by 
Theodore Sturge (Assistant Keeper, Conservation) and Richard Buckley in the course of 
their work on the Norfolk Street wall-plaster. This took the form of plastering and then 
painting several square metres of the Sturge garden wall. The results of the analysis of the 
Roman materials and their research into Roman wall-painting techniques were thus put into 
practice, another example of grappling with reality instead of theory! 

Progress has also been maintained on the post-excavation front. At the time of writing 
the Bath Lane report (pre-Roman Iron Age, possible military phase and civil development) 
is being edited on the word processor, while reports on the moated site at South Croxton 
and the Roman and medieval defences of Leicester are nearing completion. Other groups 
of sites which are well under way include a series of excavations from the late 1960s on the 
west side of the Roman town, which are yielding further information on the pre-Conquest 
occupation and early Roman military and civil development, the Norfolk Street villa 
excavations and St Nicholas Circle, while work has begun on two other groups of sites from 
the pre-1973 back-log. 

As part of their post-excavation work, members of the Unit have been co-operating with 
the Archaeology department at the University in a thin-sectioning programme of ceramic 
material from all periods and from various sites in the east and west Midlands as well as 
Leicestershire; this work should assist in recognising patterns of trade and marketing 
throughout the area. In addition, food residues from several medieval vessels are being 
analysed in the Archaeology laboratories at the University. 

Visitors to the Unit during the year included some 50 members of the Society of Museum 
Archaeologists who were given a guided tour round both Jewry Wall and Humberstone 
Drive as a preliminary to their weekend conference held at New Walk Museum in 
November. Dr Roger Ling of the History of Art department at Manchester University once 
again brought a group of students to see the current progress on the Roman wall-plaster 
at Jewry Wall and Humberstone Drive. Two students from the post-excavation course at 
Leicester University each spent a week on secondment to the Unit during 1984, working 
on medieval pottery. Elizabeth MacRobert completed the reports on the Roman pottery on 
the defences sites and Causeway Lane before moving on in April. Rosemary Woodland has 
been engaged on reporting on the medieval pottery from the Central Unit's excavations at 
Lyddington. 

During 1984 members of the Unit found time to visit the Butser Ancient Farm, the Iron 
Age excavation at Haddenham and the opening of the Biskupin exhibition at Nottingham 
University. At the beginning of the year the four Field Officers attended a week's First Aid 
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course so that now none of our excavations should be without a member of staff qualified 
in First Aid on the site. Dr Pollard was not included in this project, however instead he 
was given a place ·cm one of the County Council's induction courses for new members of 
staff (not really in compensation!). Other courses and conferences attended during the year 
included the usual regular meetings of the Romano-British and Medieval pottery study 
groups, a Health and Safety seminar, a weekend course on samian pottery and a conference 
on Archaeology in the 21 st Century. 

Reports have been given on the excavations at Enderby and Narborough to the Fieldwork 
Group, CBA Group 14 and the Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society who 
also enjoyed reports on work in progress on Roman pottery and wall-plaster. Introductory 
talks on Roman and Medieval pottery were given to the annual September day school for 
new fieldwalkers. Richard Pollard also spoke to the Rutland Field Research Group. 
Richard Buckley took part, with Dr Geoffrey Martin in a Saturday school at Vaughan 
College on Leicester Castle. A joint meeting of the east and west Midlands Roman Pottery 
Research Groups was organized one Saturday in October at Jewry Wall by Dr Pollard at 
which he also spoke on the potential of Leicester for Roman pottery studies. Dr Pollard 
has also taken over from Bob Rutland as the Museum's representative on CBA Group 14 
and the National Council. 

During the year Patrick Clay gained the Museum's Diploma and he and Jean Mellor were 
elected members of the newly formed Institute of Field Archaeologists. The chairman of 
the Leicestershire Archaeological Advisory Committee, Alan McWhirr, is also to be 
congratulated on the award of a doctorate during 1984. With work now well in hand on 
all the pre-1973 'back-log' excavations the Unit, in common with the rest of the country, 
has been invited to submit a programme for the publication of sites excavated between 1973 
and 1980. The prospect of finally clearing the back-log is beginning to seem an achievable one 
and when the information from all these sites is assimilated the Unit will soon bein a position 
to plan an intelligent campaign for the future. J.E. Mellor 

Report of the Leicestershire Museums Archaeological Survey Team for 1984 

The personnel of the Archaeological Survey Team has remained unchanged during the year 
and there has been considerable continuity in the Team's work programmes. The Sites and 
Monuments Record (SMR), accessioning, planning, publication, the Community Archae
ology Scheme, the County-wide earthwork survey, fieldwalking, site watching and aerial 
archaeology have continued to form the bulk of the work. 

Anne Cookson and Peter Liddle have given the SMR much attention this year. A 
computerised index has been designed using the Mapper software package and the County 
Council computer and a Site Summary Sheet is now in use to include all the types of 
information on which indexing will be possible. Peter Liddle has taken the initiative in 
setting up a regional working party of SMR officers to try to ensure regional compatibility 
of records. No data has yet been put onto the machine but this should start soon. 

The accessioning of material into the Museum collection is already computerised but the 
installation of a terminal at Jewry Wall Museum should facilitate the process in future. 
Victoria Pirie (Graduate Trainee) is proving invaluable in working in this field alongside 
Anne Cookson, whose work on planning matters continues. This involves much 
painstaking effort in the checking of planning applications and work on local plans. The 
number of local authorities and statutory undertakers who routinely consult on 
archaeological matters continues to expand. 
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Robert (Fred) Hartley's The Medieval Earthworks of North-West Leicestershire has been 
published in the Archaeological Reports Series. His survey of the earthworks of Melton 
District, his book on aerial archaeology in Leicestershire and Peter Liddle's Community 
Archaeology handbook should all appear in 1985, as will the new edition of Pevsner's 
Buildings of England: Leicestershire and Rutland for which Peter Liddle has written one of 
the introductory essays. 

Fred Hartley has continued his earthwork survey. Sites surveyed include (with the type 
of earthwork in brackets): Alton Grange (village), Kegworth (village), Appleby Magna 
(village), Long Whatton (village and moat), Belvoir (priory), Coston (village), Croxton 
(Abbey), Knipton (village), Wymondham (village), Chadwell (village), Burrough-on-the
Hill (village), Hose (village), Ringolthorpe (village and grange), Easthorpe (village), Saltby 
Heath Farm (grange), Eaton (fish pond), Eye Kettleby (village), Old Dalby (village), 
Brooksby (village), Muston (village), Twycross (village), Atterton (village), Burton Overy 
(village) and Nevill Holt (moat). Fred has also continued to process the results of Jim 
Pickering's aerial archaeology. This was an exceptionally good summer for cropmarks 
thanks to the prolonged dry weather with many new sites and features being recorded, often 
in areas where little was previously known. 

Peter Liddle has continued his systematic survey of the Medbourne area. Fieldwalking 
was largely concentrated in Blaston parish this year and produced some interesting sites (see 
Reports of Fieldwork 1984), while aerial archaeology has also produced several new sites 
this year and documentary research continues. The difficult task of analysing all the 
previous years finds has begun for inclusion in the final publication. Most interesting 
results have been in the Anglo-Saxon and Prehistoric periods in both of which settlement 
has proved denser than would conventionally have been expected. Thanks are due to 
Victoria Pirie, Heather Broughton and the Record Office staff, Robert Bourn, Kay 
Gowland and Gary Lewitt for all their help towards the project. 

The Community Archaeology Scheme has continued to flourish. Speakers at Jewry Wall 
meetings were Darryl Garton, Tony Squires, Graham Webster, Tom Lane, Jeffrey May, 
Mike Moore and Patrick Clay. The Saturday school for fieldwalkers was held as usual and 
Fred Hartley has co-ordinated help for Rutland Fieldwalkers in co-operation with Rutland 
Field Research Group and Rutland County Museum. Seven editions of the Fieldworker 
have appeared, edited by Peter Liddle. Reports in the local media and lectures to local 
groups have again been plentiful - an essential part in trying to raise the community's level 
of consciousness on archaeological matters. The enthusiasm of the fieldworkers, the 
co-operation of farmers and the encouragement of colleagues both in the museum and 
elsewhere has again been inspiring and is gratefully acknowledged. 

Peter Liddle, Archaeological Survey Officer 

Reports of Fieldwork (Leicestershire) 1984 
BLASTON (SP 797955) 
Leicestershire Museums Archaeological Survey Team has found a scatter of Prehistoric 
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(probably Neolithic) flintwork, including scrapers, other retouched flakes, and cores. The 
site was within the confluence of two small streams. (Leics. Museums Accession Number 
A39.1984) 

BLASTON (SP 803953) 
The Survey Team has recovered a dense scatter of Medieval pottery dating from the 10th 
or 11 th century . to the 14th century associated with plough damaged earthworks. This 
represents a deserted part of Blaston village. (LM A36. l 984) 

BLASTON (SP 799956) 
The Survey Team has found 36 sherds of Anglo-Saxon pottery (including one stamped 
sherd) closely grouped on top of a ridge. Associated with it was a dense scatter of iron slag 
including one very large piece that may represent a furnace base. (LM A34 and A35.1984) 

CLAWSON, HOSE AND HARBY (SK 737262) 
Richard Hunt has found about 40 sherds of pottery associated with a dark patch in the field. 
Most are Roman coarse wares, but two hand-made sherds could possibly be Anglo-Saxon. 

CLAWSON, HOSE AND HARBY (SK 730307) 
Fieldwork by Richard Hunt has produced a closely located scatter of Roman pottery, 
mainly of Late Roman date but including a few earlier sherds. Metal detecting over the site 
produced 15 4th century coins, scrap lead and the foot of a brooch, probably a Roman bow 
brooch. 

COALVILLE (SK 408116) 
Arthur Hirst has found a scatter of Roman pottery which corresponds to a rectangular crop
mark photographed by Jim Pickering a number of years ago. The pottery includes grey 
ware, samian, colour-coated wares and mortaria. Pieces of granite under the adjacent hedge 
may well have come from the site. (LM A28.1984) 

GLENFIELD (SK 535061) 
Arthur Huscroft and the Survey Team were able to undertake some rescue excavation on 
a 15th century site discovered as a result of pipe-laying. Structures included a well 
constructed of local slate, a possible wall and an oven from which over 200 sherds of pottery 
(some burnt) were recovered. Ring beams from the base of the well were sampled for 
dendrochronology by Nottingham University and a felling date of c.1400 AD is suggested. 

GREAT EASTON (SP 854935) 
Great Easton Fieldwork Group have found two sherds of Anglo-Saxon pottery associated 
with a slag scatter. Previous finds close by to the west suggest the possibility of an extensive 
Saxon site. 

GREAT GLEN (SP 653977) 
The Survey Team watched a building development east of Great Glen church where earth
works were known. Medieval pottery was associated with some of the building platforms. 
One sherd of Anglo-Saxon pottery was found and a Roman coin. Roman pottery was also 
reported. (LM Al4.1985) 
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GROBY (SK 517084) 
Groby Archaeological Society have discovered a square earthwork enclosure of about 100m 
per side in Lady Hay Wood. It may have been associated with Early Medieval clearance 
and later reverted to woodland. 

LEICESTER - BEAUMONT LEYS (SK 562092) 
Fieldwalking carried out by E. Tura in the area surrounding Castle Hill resulted in material 
of several periods being found. These include flints consisting of a blade, five scrapers and 
a transverse arrowhead, a small amount of hand-made pottery of Late Bronze Age date and 
a sherd of a probable Late Iron Age carinated vessel. A substantial quantity of Roman 
pottery was recovered with most of the main fabric types represented together with three 
kiln bar fragments. Medieval pottery was also found. 

LEICESTER (SK 583092) 
Mr R. Gibson has found in fieldwalking a Prehistoric flint site. Analysis of the composition 
of the assemblage suggests that two periods are represented. A blade industry suggests 
Mesolithic (or Early Neolithic) occupation while other finds, including a scale-flaked knife, 
a(?) transverse arrowhead, cores and scrapers, suggest a Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age 
phase. (LM A27 .1984) 

LUTTERWORTH (SP 552845) 
Lutterworth Fieldwork Group have found a polished flint axe, scrapers, cores, blade cores, 
a scale-flaked knife, blades and flakes. This suggests Early Neolithic (and probably later) 
occupation. (LM A2. l 985) 

MISTERTON (SP 576835) 
Lutterworth Fieldwork Group as part of their Parish Survey have fieldwalked two adjacent 
fields and found two piano-convex knives, scrapers, cores, blades, flakes and retouched 
pieces. (LM A29 and 30.1984) 

MISTERTON (SP 574837) 
Lutterworth Fieldwork Group have fieldwalked two adjacent fields and produced scrapers, 
a bifacially worked tool, a transverse arrowhead, cores and flakes. A Late Neolithic/Early 
Bronze Age date may be suggested. (LM A49.1984) 

MISTERTON (SP 562838) 
Fieldwalking by Lutterworth Fieldwork Group of a very large field has produced many 
flakes, cores, a scraper and some evidence ofa flint blade industry, including blade cores 
and blades. (LM A50.1984) 

MISTERTON (SP 553835) 
Lutterworth Fieldwork Group have found flakes, cores, scrapers and a transverse 
arrowhead. (LM A53.1984) 

RAVENSTONE (SK 401123 and 402125) 
Arthur Hurst and Ibstock Historical Society have found two adjacent scatters of flint flakes, 
blades, cores and retouched pieces. This seems to be a Mesolithic site. (LM A20. l 985) 
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SCRAPTOFT (SK 651053) 
Mrs Susan Potter has discovered a scatter of Roman pottery, a Roman spoon, brooch, and 
three coins. This suggests a Roman occupation site, probably not a villa. 

WIGSTON (SP 615981) 
Duncan Lucas noticed a black patch in the side of a newly re-cut ditch. Leicestershire 
Museums staff excavated it and revealed an inverted pot associated with a cremation burial. 
The pot had been truncated by ploughing and cut by the machine and is not 
reconstructable, but is certainly Bronze Age. (Al.1984) 


